CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

point that they are as good as the most
advanced western nation.

Turning from this, to my mind, very im-
portant point, to those social and political
questions which m the present age almost
monopolise public attention, the entry of
Japan into the western industrial system
is carrying with it all the consequences
which that system has produced in Europe
and America. There is a gradual exodus
from the country to the town, due to what
is now felt to be the dulness and the lack
of opportunity of life on the soil, and the
attraction of superior wages. Pauperism,
unknown under the old regime, is becoming a
problem, and though there is no poor law in
Japan, there appears to be need for one. Un-
employment is beginning to show itself; and
the factory system is developing abuses
similar to those which disgraced its early his-
tory in Europe, abuses which the Japanese
have not yet begun to combat by legislation.
For though there is a factory law on the
Statute Book, it has not yet been put into
operation, ostensibly on the ground of lack of
funds, really, as I was informed, because of
the influence with the Government of the
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